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ESSENTIAL CRITERIA FOR THE GENEALOGICAL CLASSIFICATION
OF LANGUAGES AND THE KARTVELIAN LANGUAGE UNIVERSE

Genealogical classification of lunguages is one of the functions of the histori-
cal comparative method (Arn. Chikobava). Since the beginning of the 19th century
linguists have made several attempts to classify the languages that are known through-
out the world. Nevertheless nobody has ever established the actual number of lan-
guages.

According to the existing data the quantity of the existing lunguages ranges
from two-thousand to five thousand. Such extreme difference in naming the number
of languages is the sign of lack of the exact and verifiable criteria in modemn linguis-
tics that would draw the line between the languages and their territorial varieties. That
would evade the inconvenience not to proclaim one language as the variant of the
other language and the territorial variants of one language as a separate. independent
language. Hence the critical evaluation of the existing criteria and the search for the
new ones presents an actual issue in modern linguistics. The majority ol modern
linguists make use of two basic criteria in classifying languages through genealogical
features:

L. Regular phonetic correspondences between the language continuums and

2. The degree of mutual comprehension between the speakers of the same
language continuum.

The question is how reliable and applicable these two criteria are in making
classification of languages. What results do we draw from the application of these
criteria juintly or separately? The two century experience confirms that none of these
criteria are characterized with retiable precision and their application in generul leaves
the question unsolvable.

Namely, modern linguistics does not provide a definite view to the question as
what type of sounds should be taken as useful units for phonetic correspondences.
The fact is that regular phonetic correspondences may be observed not only in differ-
ent languages but also between the dialects, vernacular. speeches and even between
the idiolects, for instance. in the southern dialect of French language historical d.g.j.
are shifted into dz and dz consonants. but the classification table of the world languges
does not proclaim southern French language as the independent language opposed to
the other language, northern French in this case. The regular correspondences can be
observed between the territorial variants of German, Italian. Arabic. Avarian. and
Chechen languages. It can be noted here that in the area of speaking Abhaza language
Acad. K. Lomtatidze revealed four systems of sound correspondences. The high
frequency of occurrence of such examples provides ground not to consider the sound
correspondence as sufficient classifying criteria. . We are lead to muke such conclu-
sions so much so that modern classification tables of languages consider the lan-
guage continuums as separate units although they have no real regular correspond-
ences (such languages are. for instance. Swedish. Danish and Norwegian. Bulgarian
and Serbo-Croatian "Languages”...)

3. We shall encounter many obstacles if we take the degree of undersianding






